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The Copyright Act of 1921 (as amended by the Act of 1923), which became
effective on Jan. 1, 1924, sets out in section 4 the qua.hﬁcatmns for a copyright
and in section 5, lts duration. “Copyright shall subsist in Canada............ in
every original literary, dramatic, musical and artistic work, if the author was at
the date of the making of the work a British subject, a citizen or subject of a foreign
country which has adhered to the (Berne) Convention and the Additional Protocol
...... or a resident within His Majesty’s Dominions. The term for which the
copyright shall subsist shall, except as otherwise expressly provided by this Act,
be the life of the author and a period of fifty years after his death.” Section 13
provides that if at any time the owner of the copyright fails to print the book in
Canada and satisfy the reasonable Canadian demand therefor, anyone may apply
for a license to the Minister administering the Act, who may, if the owner fails to
print an edition, grant a license to the applicant on the latter paying a royalty
to the owner.

Copyright protection is extended to records, perforated rolls, cinematographic
films or other contrivances by means of which a work may be mechanically per-
formed. The intention of the Act is to enable Canadian authors to obtain full copy-
right protection throughout all parts of His Majesty’s Dominions, foreign countries
of the Copyright Union and the United States of America, as well as in Canada.

This Act, as amended by c¢. 10 of 1923, restricting the “licensing sections”
to citizens of Canada and subjects or citizens of countries which do not belong to
the International Copyright Union, came into force on Jan. 1, 1924, and repealed
all Imperial Copyright Acts as far as operative in Canada and all existing Canadian
copyright statutes.

47.—Statistics of Copyrights, Trade Marks, etec., fiscal years ended

Mal'. 31’ 1921"19250
Ttems. 1921, 1922, 1923, 1924, 1925,
Copyrightsregistered........ooovrviiininene,. No. 1,729 1,465 1,591 1,760 2,793
Certificatesof copyright............coveiva.t. “ 174 244 217 567 2,509
Trade marksregistered...............cccovnan. v 2,128 2,609 2,51 2,310 2,335
Industrial designs registered.,.................. & 316 3584 390 422 478
Timber marksregistered...........cooovvennn. b 58 20 17 17 22
Assignments registered..................c0unts i« 624 570 413 939 2,489
Feesreceived, Det......oovenreenvennronnnannsn s 63,175 74,679 71,241 68,847 75,817

Weights and Measures.—The object of weights and measures administration
is to provide and maintain uniform standard units for the conduct of industry and
commerce. Weights and measures, indeed, are complementary to the currency.
Short weight is identical in effect with short change, whether arising from fraud or
accident.

Prior to Confederation, the administration of weights and measures was in the
hands of each provincial government, but passed to the Dominion Government in
1867, under section 91 of the British North America Act. Steps were then taken
to stmplify the standards in use and to establish uniformity throughout the Dominion.

What might be termed the principal Weights and Measures Act of Canada was
that passed in the session of 1872-73, the provisions of which closely followed English
weights and measures law, but the system of weights and measures to be legally
used in trade was greatly simplified. The Act established as the sole legal standards



